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Yes, we do have diverging views on this
or that issue; it’s only normal. And that is
the result of interests, of our national inter-
ests, and they’re not always converging. And
I think it’s only healthy that these demonstra-
tions should occur, that we should express
our diverging points of views, and that we
should find democratic answers to these
questions.

As for the relationship between Europe
and the United States, it is a very old rela-
tionship, as you know. It is a fundamental
relationship for the balance—for the equi-
librium of our world. But I would also add
that it’s an increasingly important relation-
ship, and it’s—it would be the sign of short-
sightedness to refuse to acknowledge that.

The United States and Europe are the two
major economic powers in our world. And
in our world the economy drives social
progress. Economic power helps express po-
litical power. So I think that there is a very
real, a deep-rooted link between Europe and
the United States, and that’s—the bedrock
of that link, the roots of that link is the shared
values that we have together. And that must
be used to guarantee the balance of our
world, the stability of our world.

And that’s precisely why we welcome the
trip of an American President in Europe—
President Bush, in this case. But generally,
a statement of generalities would be to say
that we welcome a visit by the President of
the United States because it shows the soli-
darity between the two sides of the pond,
the two sides of the Atlantic, something that
is fundamental for the stability of our world.

Well, thank you, ladies and gentlemen.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
5:03 p.m. at Elysee Palace. President Chirac spoke
in French, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter. In his remarks, President Bush re-
ferred to President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan;
President Vladimir Putin of Russia; President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq; and Crown Prince Abdullah
of Saudi Arabia. President Chirac referred to
NEPAD, the New Plan for African Development,
a G–8 backed plan for the development of African
nations. A reporter referred to Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority.

Remarks at the Sainte Mere Eglise
Church in Sainte Mere Eglise,
France
May 27, 2002

President Chirac, Mrs. Chirac, Mr. Mayor:
Laura and I are so honored to be here. Thank
you for your hospitality. We are here to pay
tribute to those who sacrificed for freedom,
both Americans and the French. It is fitting
that we remember those who sacrificed be-
cause today we defend our freedoms—we
defend our freedoms against people who
can’t stand freedom.

This defense will require the sacrifice of
our forefathers, but it’s a sacrifice I can
promise you we’ll make. It’s a sacrifice we’ll
make for the good of America and for the
good of France and for the good of freedom
all over the world.

It’s an honor to be here. May God bless
France, and may God bless America. Thank
you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to President Jacques Chirac
of France and his wife, Bernadette; and Mayor
Marc Lefevre of Sainte Mere Eglise.

Remarks at a Memorial Day
Ceremony in Colleville-sur-Mer,
France
May 27, 2002

Mr. President and Mrs. Chirac; Secretary
Powell and Secretary Principi; members of
the United States Congress; members of the
American Armed Services; veterans, family
members; fellow Americans and friends: We
have gathered on this quiet corner of France
as the sun rises on Memorial Day in the
United States of America. This is a day our
country has set apart to remember what was
gained in our wars and all that was lost.

Our wars have won for us every hour we
live in freedom. Our wars have taken from
us the men and women we honor today and
every hour of the lifetimes they had hoped
to live.

This day of remembrance was first ob-
served to recall the terrible casualties of the
war Americans fought against each other. In
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